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Originally opaned in 1951, the General Accountability Office headquarters building has had quite a
58-year history. In the late 1970s, the General Services Administration planned an asbestos removal
program in the bullding, but the program (slong with a renovation project} didn't begin until the
| mid-1880s and continued through the 1990s. in December 1985, the GAD building was namad to tha
National Registar of Historic Places as o symbol of modern block-type faderal office design. Employ-
#es moved into newly refurbizhed space on the second floor in 1996, the fifth floor in 1997, and the
gixth floor in late 18988 and early 2000,

he Government Accountability
Office is an independent,
nonpartisan federal agency
that acts as the investiga-
tive arm of Congress, while
making the Executive branch
accountable to Congress and
our government account-

“n able to you and me. The GAQ issues public
"l.p-'t}.. reports and guidelines on questionable areas
of government spending. In essence, the GAD
investigates ways to reduce spending and
stretch our tax dollar.

In June of 1899, President Clinton signed Ex-
ecutive Order 13123, "Greening the Government
= Through Efficient Energy Management.” This

order, among other energy initiatives, directed
the federal government to considerably improve
its energy management. The federal government
ﬁf 1 operates mora than 500,000 buildings, and this
i"f executive order was designed to lead the nation
in energy efficient building design, construction,
and operation.

As a component of the U.5. enargy efficiency
trail, in 1998, Leadership in Energy and Envi-
renmental Design, or LEED®, was initiated as a
ernment-sponsored rating system developed
B Green Building Council, or USGBC.

lgh_l of thig- governmant sponsarship, the
BGAD headquarters building has frowned on
o r\a,:;ls a nonpartisan federal agency with
-'m ‘ investigative powers, the question of a paten-
& & ‘n .Il 'l -t ;ga conflict of interest may arise. Therefore,
¢ ffice energy program that meets — and mostly
.ﬁfsds ~ the LEED parameters.
"'-m'ﬂ tax-paying public as our cangressional
; g, it is clearly a federal agency that
s what it preaches. As an example,
der entailing efficient energy
gement initiatives, the GAO embarked on

ifying themselves as a LEED building,
. J g GAD developed its own (Glreen (At the (0)
3 E u ‘ “ H 1 \lthodgh the GAQ is generally perceived
. E 2 inton Administration’s 1999
[ PEsECut v
- mergy reduction programs using

Nonpartisan federal
agency makes efficient
building design,
construction and
operation a partisan
cause for the taxpayers.
By Roger Frischkorn

Jourmal  www.AFE.org
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btu's per square foot to track and trend their

own progress. Since 2003, the GAD headquar-
ters building has experienced around a 16 per-

cent drop in their biu per square foot. Simply
stated, the GAO energy reduction programs
have substantially exceeded the goals set by
the 2005 and 2007 energy acts

Setting the Government Standard —
Introducing “Real-Time™ Monitoring
President Obama is working on & plan to

overhaul federal buildings by pumping billions
of dollars into energy-efficient programs — a
plan that would, by design, eventually create
a return equal to the investment by the federal
government and taxpayers. Real funding for an
energy initiative? Now there's a naw govern-
ment concept. Yet without skipping a beat,
leading this presidential initiative is the GAD's
recently-launched “real-time™ energy track-
ing and trending program. Equipped with "on

demand”™ energy infarmation, the GAD can now:

Rethink your place in the world as you
manage U.S. embassy properties overseas.

In this time of sweeping change, you can make a significant coniribution as you experience
the career of a |ifetime. When you join the Foreign Service as a Facility Manager with the

wiedge as you ove
assure their safe and operable cond

As a Facility Manager in the Bureau of Overs

large holdings of U.S. Government-owned properties to

as Buildings Dperations, you'll apply your proven

leadership, managerial and administrative skills to provide a broad range of building-related
services, manage physical reseurces and direct asset management operations within a specific
country. In return, you'll find opportunities for travel, personal growth and professional
development, and receive tax-free housing and educational allowances.

For more information, send an email to FMinformation@state.gov. If you are Interested, and
qualified, for this opportunity, please visit careers.state.gov/fm09 for specific gualifications

and to apply online.

RETHINK YOUR PLACE

W Accurately predict daily energy use for the
whole bullding and major systems, using the
building’s “load profile™;

W Accurately match real energy use data for the
building and systems;

W Account for variations of major equipment
using a visual load prafile graph;

W Utilize High Parformance Computing (HPC)
for real-time processing and imaging using
innovative algorithm software; and

W Enable detection of changes in energy
efficiency by comparison of actual energy
use of the potentially degraded system with
predicted energy use from the modet

The “Real-Time" Score Card
Equipped with a variety of diagnostic and visual
toals to choose from, including an assortment of
custom reports, this trending and tracking software
was developed by Northwrite Inc. in cooperation
with the LS. Depariment of Eneegy, and was intro-
duced o the GAD by Unicco Govemment Services,
The program also incorporates a (pulse-metering)
data fusion engine developed by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, and, in tumn, meets the EPA Act
2005 monitoring process [see flow chart below).
Building Automation Systems, commanly identi-
fied as energy management systems, which monitor

Evaluation Criterin
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and mamiain equiurnem parameters imelud ng room
temperatures, also collect daily amounts of stored
data that becomes filed for an end-of-the-month
review. Typically it is during such reviews where
equipment failures or operational anomalies are
identified, but not always. How many times have
you heard a building or property manager question
wivy thair monthly utility bill was so high? More
times than not, equipment failures or temporary
energy management system adjustments go un-
naticed, causing unnecessary energy waste.

What makes real-time tracking and trending
unigue 15 the ability to see an equipment failure or
operational problem take place while it is actually
occurring. Waiting for a data review is no longer the
standard. At this point an immediate remedy can be
sought and put in place. This is the next level and
in the management of energy use.

If the main headquarters of the Government
Accountability Office and its self-governing over-
sight of energy efficiency is any indication of our
ility in the future,
ng the executive
branch accountable to Congress and our govern-
ment accountable to you and me is already ofi to a

new franti

government’s energy accountabil

then the GAD mandate of mal

great start. 3
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